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And thus the Buaakers recommend themſelves to the Common Peo- 
ple, and gain either their good Opinion, or at leaſt their N once, 


B | from-them 
like an Oracle, with great Formality, a deal of Conſideration, and by 
way of ſaying, which turns to their advantage amongſt the Vulegar : 
who from hence conclude theyqake axgreat deal in them, and fo they _ 
have, but of Hy rifie all 'the' wh 
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= HE IE have ſpent 2 Conſiderable Time-.in Eftabliſking 
themſelves, and Creeping into the Trade at London, Briſto!, Cor- 
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tation, or ſuſpeRed of ſome ſecret Lewdneſs or Knavery amongf their 
Neighbours : And theſe Men think the way' to. redeem. or oF cow 
their Credit, and cover 4 Ig ng 0, is to ;cloſe-with ſuch 
pretend to ſo much G ineſs,. Sabri vl requſnes. 
thing is more common with the Quakers, - afte  Grunes of the 
Perſons, than to cry them up A 

Which tho' it may gain ſome Credit to the ho Baer ( amongſt 
the Common People, who are por to.th that Perſwaſion, 
which is able to make ſuch a ation in the Wicked, 


yo the Truth of all-is, ſuch Lange nverts,do. not aim ahetter Religion, 
ut a betrer Opportintty *o GT upon the World , and a their 


own-Ends. 
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ed, above ney; ja a hbourhoad ; whereas the, Q#akers having 
[hy better obſer and enquir' ha than they think of oE. it hath 
been found that th oe, PIO ever they come, and 
preves them greater Knaves than Prophets. And the Cheat why 9 once 
diſcovered, nothing can be more Ridiculous. 
Tis! is pred way - heed, and ako have bs a roareer of of Fact and] ron 
confident: that: m of. the 
Quakers, and will but ot Hs Minds, my . ons Ap OWN: EI have 


found them thus going -to. work they:x with. - es = Kg or others. 
But I proceed to _.. 
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The Arguments NO uſe of to alienate the People from their 
own, ane bring them ever to The Perſwaſion of the Quakers. 


WHen a thing is Odd or Myſtical it is ſure to be more reſpected tor 
its being fo; for the vulgar. ſort of Mankind have a certain value 
and veneration for what. is unufval, . or not underſtood. The 2xakers 
are very. ſenſible bla of cu 49d are, therefore pur pur Refeut provided. with yn- 
common expreſſions, dark words, and a myſteriouſnels, peculiar;to, the. 
Party, ſuch: as ieual Worſhip, Spiritual. Worſhippers,... and the 
Light within, with which they amuſe the Common ' People, who are 
fond of things, becauſe they do not know the meaning of them, and 
are proud when they have got them by-theend. 
This Contrivance helps the « oat ſomething,. and prepares the 
People for their Amgen, and God knows, never was poorer Stutt 
of by an whatever.1 n the World ;. but fince theſe Argy- 
ments prevail. with the Common, People, for whoſe ſake and Informa- 
tion. am writing,. I muſt take them, inro Conſideration, as filly as 
e are. 
here in the firſt place, Cares taken by the Qs Reokers to abate and 
anos the good Opinion. the Common People have of their Pariſh Mi- 
* Thaphoke a BE he eo CooL, cking but for filth 
at heis an Hireling, - who does. nothing but for filt IE, 
Preaching only for Tythe Figs, Geeſe, and C Gapon 3 eo hy 14 Fig 
e; Whereas the Qz4kers freely receive, and Reely Fi, 
and ſo put no, body to charge, not they. 
A Deane one may be furs that, is. very ol with many. 
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they which wait at the Altar are' Partakers 1 with the Altar * Even ſo hath 
of Lord ordained, that they which breach the G oſpel, ſhould live by the 
oſpel. 
_ 2s O08 rfoncble the Clergy _ _ =_ heir ty, 
and what. their Parents left. them-in to mv rt 
oRY ſhould Are ards be ; Th by other M have «7 


along followed their ray mploy ith J the Mi- 
niſters have rendred themſelves incapable of getting 2 Ly hood any 
other way. 4 


"Nor are the Clergy after all ſuch Gairiets by their Profeſſion as to 


deſerve the'enyy of Har Neigh © hepers -fince' many of them, had they 
hi for as plentiful a Subfiſk NCe fron "; 


taken it up; might juſtly have” 
any other: Calling. 

' And there” 1.6 reafon Bll For Men. to grudge The. T yithlg ro their” 
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Tyth is what-the Laity never had a 'Title-ro,” for if the increaſe be 
Gods, = rs is more certain than thax, the” Tenth was never 
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at firſt where they ſet up, they do not preſently levy Money, and raiſe 
Contributions, for this would be too ſoon to do it, and diſcourage the 
Converts, who love to be faved as cheap as they can ; but by degrees » 
when they are better acquainted, they bring them to it. I am apt to 
think many amongſt them know little or nothing of it, but afterwards 
they'll find it to their. Coſt, and be convinc'd that they might have - 
gone to Church, and paid their Tyth at a cheaper Rate. | 

. And what is more (and this you muſt know is a great Secret of 
Quakeriſm) there are many Men who have been of that Perſwatſion 1e-' 
veral years, and tho they do not know it, yet have contributed all the 
while. For 'tis a certain Rule amongſt the 2zakers to ſupport them- 
ſelves by means of the Women, who think it no Sin to-rob their Huſ- 
bands, to pay the SPEAKER. And letall Men who are Qzakers, or 
have Qzaker-Wives take notice of it; and if they examine Matters at 
home, I am apt to think it will be worth their while, and fave them 
ſomething at the years end, 

So little Reaſon have the Qzakers to reproach the National Clergy 
with being Hirelings, whilſt they ch no better than Pick- 
Pockets, and Common Cheats. 

Another Argument whereby the Quakers endeavour to diſcredit the 
Pariſh Minifter with the People is, they tell them he is a-Roman, that 
is, you muſt, know a Papiſt. The Reaſon they give for it is, becauſe 
he talks of Catholick Faith, and Catholick Doctrine 3 and as much 
they'll affure you over-ſlipt him in the Pulpit. Now my. honeſt Rea- 
der muſt know that Catholick _— Univerſal ; hence. the Church is 

, the Catholick Church, that is, the 
Univerſal Church of Chriſt. So that. by Catholick Faith, and Catho- 
lick Dorine is meant the True Chriſtian Faith and Do&trine. In- 
deed, I own the Papiſts afſume the Name of Catholick, and with great 
Injuſtice, and no lets. Nonſence appropriate it wholly to themſelves, 
bur then this does not illegitimate it, or make the ufing of it unwar- 
rantable to others: for if it did, we muſt"then think of -correing the 
Apoſtolical Creed, wherein We declare our belief in the Holy Catho- 
lick Church. And therefore the Qzakers could never ſhew their Igno- 
rance #nd Malice more than in ſuch a Cauſeleſs and illiterate Afperfion ; 
and when =y make uſe of it, 'tis a certain Sign they have nothing to 
{ay againſt the Miniſter's Life, Charity, Preaching, . and Behaviour 
amongſt his Neighbours. | 

But to return the Argument ,of Popery upon themſelves, never 
were” Men more unlucky in an Objeion, which whilſt they make uſe 
of to take away the Reputation of the preſent-Clergy, does wholly de- 
ſtroy their own. For certainly amonglit all our- Sects and Parties none 
comes nearer the Papiſts than the Qzakers, witnels their Intallibility, 
and ſetting themſelves above the Holy Scripture. . 

And one would think - whatever uſfe they may hereafter make of 
repreſenting the Eftabliſt'd' Clergy» as Papiſhly inclin'd, - that 'ris too 
ſoon af preſefit,- whilſt it-is freſh in- ENERGY of every one, ou 
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the Qzakers behaved themſelves in-King James's time, when all conclu- 
ded and expeRted they would have declared and Janes with the 
Papiſts ; but it ſeems things were-not ripe enough, the happy minute 
was not yet come, and fo they ſaved ther Credit, -and their Bacon. 


Indeed it was faid then, and: is {aid ftill in vindication of them- - 


ſelves, that King James would turn Quaker ; but the Truth ts, King 
Fames expected the Quakers would have turn'd Papiſts. And God 
knows what the Event and End may be. | EA 

For that Man who hath had the leaſt Knowledge of the Societies in 
the Romiſh Church, and takes a view of the preſent State of the 

hers, mnfſt needs be an heedleſs Obſerver, if he does not ſee how 
like an Order they are, and fitted for Monkery with all the tendency 
of Habit, Behaviour, Sullenneſs, and Ignorance. 

The beſt that can be ſaid of the ap is, if they have no aſſiſtance 
from, and no - good wiſhes for, yet they are much beholding to the 
Enagto of the Papacy for many of their Politick and Religious 

rinciples. 

And *tis this Suſpicion of their eng Tagins that made many at 
home ſorry, and Foreigners wonder at their having the benefit of the 
Toleration 3 of which the Qzakers are more unworthy, becauſe the 
make another uſe and more advantage of it than the Government did, 
or does defign they ſhould for a | 

Another Argument they offer, and prevail with the Common Peo- 
ple by, is, that the King and Parliament have a peculiar favour for 


Quzakerifm, and:in order to ſhew their Opinion of it, and the In- 


tegrity of their way, have been pleaſed- to grant them a Toleration, 
and to take their bare Word in all Caſes when other Men are bound to 
Swear z whereby they would have the People think the Government 
hath owned Qzakeriſm. to be the beſt Religion, and hath thus recom- 
mended it co the World, 

This is ſo- common in the mouths of the Qzakers, -that it needs nei- 
ther Proof, -nor Obſervation. . But ſurely it ill becomes the Q#akers to 
abuſe the gracious Dealing of the King and Parliament, by making it 
ſerve to ſuch a purpoſe as never was intended,» - . 

And 'tis more Bold and Inexcufable to make ſuch advantages ,of the 
preſent Toleration, when they themſelves have really forfeited lll Pre- 
tences to it, For 'tis plain the ACt- of Toleration hath excluded all 
Perſons from the Benefit of it, that deny the Holy, Ever-bleſſed, and 
Undivided :Trinity. Now: nothing 1s- more. certain than that the 
Quakers are againſt it; they difown both in their Writings and Preach- 
ing the Divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore 
it muſt needs follow -that they have no right to the Toleration, and 
are as much excluded from it, according to the Occaſion, and Mean- 
ing of the Act, as any of the Socimians, who are of the ſame Belief, 
and in no worſe Caſe. : : | 

But the Quakers, you muſt know, are'ſo Cankdent, that they declare 

Qicable to: deprive them of-the preſent Bragls, -of 
 Canng 
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Paſſing their Words, when | other -Men muſt Swear ;. and the Reaſon 
they give is, becauſe fince they were made Legal Witneſſes withour 
Sweating, many of them, have Witneſſed to Deeds and Writings over 
all the Nation : which, ſhould the preſent Toleration be ws Me 
they never will hereafter Swear to, ſhould there be Occafion,and ſo ſe- 
veral will be in danger of loſing their Eſtates, and forfeiting their 
Deeds for want of ſufficient Teſtimony, , and Evidence. But the miſ- 
chief is, tho' the Quakers do not think of it, things may be contrived 
ſo, that allowing what is- paſt, -none after ſuch a time ſhould be ad- 
mitted as Legal Witneſſes without an Oath. A Method which no 
body can tell but may happen, and if it ſhould, as it will ſecure every 
Man's Right, fo it muſt mortifie the preſent Confidence of the Qzakers, 
by ſetting them where they were before. 

Another Argument and ſuccefful Artifice to make Converts, is by 
telling them that the-Qzakers are always Rich, and never in fuch want 
as other Men. An Argument ſo fitted either to the Neceflity or Ava- 
rice of the Common People, that it ſeldom miſſeth to be effeCtual with 
them. Burt 'tis ſtrange, methinks, the Qz4kers who pretend to deſpite 
the World, ſhould fo far forget themſelves as to make uſe of ſuch an 
Argument as this. The truth is, when Qaaker:i/mz was poor,and walked 
in Rags, they railed at Riches, and the Reaſon was, becauſe they had 
none. But fince the Qz4kers have improved themſelves, and been bet- 
ter acquainted with-the advantages of Trade, and the Conveniencies 
of Life, the Caſe is altered, and now they are reconcil'd to the Riches 
and Gayeties of the World, being apt. to purchaſe Eſtates, to Ride in 
Leather, and to Eat and Drink as well as any of the Unconverted. 

But to be Serious, as to the Argument it ſelf, it is not always true 5 
for we ſee other Men partake of God's Bleflings as much as the Qxa- 
kers, and that as many Thrive ' and are-Rich, if not more in propor- 
tion amongſt us than them, God be praiſed for it ! 

Or ſuppoſing it was otherwiſe, and that . the. L2akers were the 
Richer Men, yet 'tis no wonder if it ſhould be ſo, ſeeing they are a 
People that miſtake their Intereſt as ſeldom as any, being Men of In- 
duftry, and Experience, ſuch as are intent upon their Buſineſs, Cun- 
ning in their Bargains, and Crafty upon all Occaſions for their own 
Ends. And ſome-we tind of theſe Children of Light have been ſo much 
Wiſet than the Children of this World, that 'tis now good Advice to 
look to your Pockets when you have any dealing with the Qaakers. 
Nor do they uſually ſpend or part with their Money eaſily, and idlely 
like many other Men, for they have grace enough to keep as well as 

et it, 
n Beſides, they Trade with none but Perſons of their. own Perſwaſion ; 
and. let a Man turn Lxaker, and he is ture for Encouragement of be- 
ing Traded with. And 'tis moſt certain, -that the Great Bugbear, and 
armidable. part of Excommunication amongſt the Quakers, 1s the 
withdrawing of Trade and Cuſtom from ſuch as they are angry with, 


and deſign to Cenſure. We 
| C 2 Nor 
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Nor does it- a little contribute” to the Reputat ion -of their Riches, 
and* Charity, that when any one amongſt them happens to break, or 
fail, Care is taken by the other Lakers to ſet him up again ;3 which 
is done either by private Contribution, or Payment out of their Pub- 
lick Treaſury. And no great matter in it after all the Boaſting of 
the Lxakers, and wonder of the Common People, for they ſeldom. or 
never give a Farthing to any of a different Perſwafion. | 

Thus you ſee, it the 2xakers are Richer than their Neighbours, how 
it is they Contribute to one' anothers Wealth; and withal, how 
Worldly Intereft, and a Defign to grow Rich by their Convertion, is 
one great Motive that brings fo' many to the Lxakers Party. 

There is another Argument {till behind, tho' one of the Firſt to gain 
a Reputation to themſelves, and a multitude of Common People to 
the Cauſe; and that is, a Pretence that all of their Perſwaſion are 
really and immediately Inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, The falſenets ard 
tolly of which I ſhall ſhew by and by- 

However 'tis an Opinion, if once entertain'd, that makes the Com- 
mon People think them the beſt and moſt valuable Perſons in the 
World, fince it ſuppoſeth the Quakers to have ſuch Converſation with 
God, and Familiarity with the Holy Ghoſt. 

Beſides, 'tis an Opinion the Common People are more fond of, be- 
cauſe it aboliſheth that diſtinftion which is, and always ought to be 
between the Prieſthood, and the Laity, ſetting them both upon 
equal Terms y 

There never was any Religion m the World amongeft a Wiſe and 
Civilized People, but- what had an Order of Men ſeparate from the 
Vulgar, and Dedicated to Sacred Purpoſes, in which the Laity had no 
ſhare. Thus the True God had his Prieſts and Levites amongſt the 
Jews, and thus our Bleſſed Saviour ' choſe: Twelve Apoſtles, and gave 
them Commaillion to Preach the Goſpel, and Baptize all Nations, de- 
ſtening that to theſe, and their Succeſſors, and not in common unto 
others ſhould belong the Offices and -Miniſtrations of Chriſtianity. 
And no doubt but the Common People have been envious enough at 
the Privileges of the Priefthood, and had a longing to meddle with 
the Minifterial Office, Arid therefore to gratihe them here, the 
<Qxakers, contrary 'to the Pagan, Jewiſh, and Chriſtian Inſtitution, 
have laid the Prieſthood Common, and turned the Laity in upon ir, 
by taking off the Wiſe and Ancient DiſtinCtion of all Religions, and 
allowing all Perſons a Liberty to Pray, and Preach in Publick that 
either can, or will. And fo have made, according to the letter, as 
Jeroboam d&1d, the meaneſt of the People Prieſts. Which as it obligeth,lo it 


recommends,and endears the Quaker-perſwaſion to the Common People. 


Above all, it Enlargeth the Privileges oft the Women, and takes off 
that Reſtraint the Goſpel hath laid upon the 'Kind, and which 
"tis probable, in thezr own Opinion, hath been' very hard upon many 
of them, who having nimble Tongues, -and a ftrong Inclination* to 
Exerciſe them in Publick as freely as they do-at Home, are apt to 


think 
o 


UN 


\ 
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think themſelves wronged, and-unkindly uſed in being forbidden. to 


ſpeak. in the Church, | And therefore'this Opinion of Univerſal Infpira- Cor. 14. 
tion, that makes the Women Free of- the Preachine-Company, ' and ſets 34: 


them upon equal Terms with the-Men, muſt needs be very agreeable, 
and bring glad Tydings to the Sex; who have here the full enjoyment 
of their Tongues 3, and what is more, are thus made amends to their 
Hearts Content, for the want of Complement, and. Gallantry amongſt 
the Lxakers, who, you ſee, know how to pleaſe the Women in their 
way. p 

Moreover, there is another way amongſt the Quakers of gaining and 
keeping Converts, which muſt not be'forgotten-; and that is, a Care 
to diſperſe their own Writings, which 1n a little time are conveyed: 
from place to place, and the whole Nation peſtered with them. And 
methinks it looks like-a Combination above'to propagate Quakeri/m; 
and ſuppoſeth a wondrous Induftry/ every whereelſe, that there icarce 
ſhould be a Village, though never {6 inconſiderable, or ſo remote from. 
London, but what is ſpeedily provided with their Books, which. 
= handed from Houſe to Houſe, and -lent to the Neighbours round 
about. | 

And it were to be wiſh'd that the Eſtabliſh'd Church was in ſuch a 
way, as to have the Works of her Friends recommended not only to 
the Clergy, but all their Pariſhionefs; recommended I fay, for I fear 
we ſhall never have a Publick Furd to provide Books for the Country 
as the Qzakers have. | 

But never was ſuch Riding amongſt the Bakers, and Poſting about 
the Country, as when the Switch for the Snake came out, which was 
magnified to the Skies, and ſent from Houſe to Houſe, above all to 
the Families of Parliament-Men: And this argues what a Fright the 
Snake had put them in, and what Confidence' they had in the Anſwer. 
But God knows! any thing paſſeth with the Lakers for an Anſwer, 
which will but ſtop the Peoples mouths, and bear them in hand that 
the Enemies were replied to. And to blind the People more, *tis a 
Cuſtom with them to bely and ſcandalize” their  Adverfaries. Thus 
'tis very well. known how the Lakers confidently Reported in the 
Country, that the Author of the Snake was likely to-be hanged for 
Writing againſt them. 

Thele are the Arguments and Means made uſe of by the Lakers for 
the Converſion of ' the World ; and one would almoſt ſuſpect his Sen- 
ſes to. ſee how ſucceſsful they have been, and'what multitudes they: 
have —_—__ from us, eſpecially of the Women,” who, *ris obſervable, 
are uſually the firft, and make the greateſt number amongſt the Con- . 
verts; and 'tis a ſad Confideration how all of them,” Men-and Women, 
bleſs their good Fortune, that Ged hath called them-out -of Darkneſs, 
and {o leave the Church all upon the ſudden ' © 

Indeed there. is a fort of 'Men that do not fo foo» comply with + 
Laakeritm, but yet deſign it alt along ;" and they are ſuch as have more 
Cunning than the reſt ; they do nor preſently declare theinfelves but 

te 
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tell you at the ame. time-that they think themſelves unworthy to. be 
BQuaker.. . And where you find it 10, 15a certain Sign they are Knaves 
in Grain ; fuch-as reſolye to-make;a good Bargain by: their Converſion, 
having, it may be, either. 2 Wite'or. rade, An their Eye, and ſo ſtick 
2 little to be Courted to it. Or what 1s. moſt common, ſuch Men de- 
fign to et up for Preachers, and fo. go off by degrees, in order to be 
more Remarkable in their Converſion than, the Vulgar, and ro fit them- 
felves in the mean time for- SPSAKHRS,. W. getting the Holy Scrip- 
ture without Book, and perfecting themſelves in the Language and 
Faſhion of the 2xakers. Tis ealie to qbſerve ſuch Men as theſe amongſt 
them, and-this is their Deſign, when, you ſee them take ſome conſfide- 
rable time before they utterly forſake the Church. | 

And the 2wakers like them neyer the worſe; for 'tis by theſe they 
gain Intelligence of all that is ſaid againſt them,. either at Church, or 
amonit their Nejghbours, helng: Friends at the bottom, and ſuch 
as, the Qxakers are ſure of all the while. wig | | 

And now the. Qzakers having, ſecured enough to make a Meeting, 
Ee is given of it toall FRIENDs, and 'tis time to. follow them 
thither. 


3.6! 4 CHAP. VL 
_— Of their, MEETINGS. 


JN Order to -which, a Time and Place being appointed, the Com- 

pany meets, and the SPEAKER Roving, ſftay'd fome time for the 
- Spirit, ſtarts up, - being; that Day ſecure, of his Office, and a Clear 
Stage, for as.yet none" of the Converts are ſuppoſed to-have received 
the Spirit, otherwiſe not one amongſt them. all but what might pre- 
tend as much to Speakas He.” ' |, a3 of1 

I ſhall not here. make Sport with their way of Preaching, fince it 
may be a means to Ridicule and bring into Contempt that Sacred 
Office and Solemn Adtion theſe-Men fondly pretend to-imitate. But 
yet I think we may ſafely expoſe that Dulneſs, Grunting, and Groan- 
ing in [the People, ' ſo. unbecoming a. Chriſtian |Congregation,. with 
thoſe Poſtures, and Grimaces, Spitting in their Hands, and: pulling off 
their Coats, ſo unworthy-in a Chriſtian Preacher. However, the. Man 
you may, be fure-ſheweth- his/Beſt, -and the Hearers return with full 
cry of. his Parts, and their- own Improvement, being wonderfully 
Edified - by the Sermon.. - And .'twould be very -imprudent to fay 
otherwiſe, fance nat to like the-New'way were to-Condemn themſelves, 
and be Witneſſes of their own Folly. - And therefore when they come 
home,, ' they are, wiſe enough to; proclzim. the. Worth and. Wonders of 
the SPEAKER What Zeal he; ſhewed;. what Diſcoveries he. made, 
' and whaca Light he hath let into-t +5 | 449 
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Above all, Care is. taken to Invite the, Beſt of the Pariſh ; no Im- 
partunity nor Impydence is ſpared in-order_to get my Land-Lord, or 
"and thas the whole Neighbourhood is G's longing; and all Jruſe: 

And thus the whole Neighbour 1s {et a longing. and all Jerwſa- 
lem alarmed, ' and for going, Jobs Baptiſt was la again. Bur, 
if you'll take their word, a greater than Jobs is here- © that the 
—_ is _M > be AR the _ time, _ *tis hard if 4 

ers mils of ng ſome amongſt ſo many, who are apt. to 
echt either. wit "the Zeal of the New TEACHER, Or the Novelty 
of the Doctrine... .- by De TT 


' And tho' the Better Sort; have more Wit and Religion than to be - 


Deluded fo, yet their appearance at the Meeting, and the ſhew of a 
Coach at the Door, as it pleaferh the Lyakers, and puts Reſpet upon 
them, ſo the Common People are ſure to like them better for it- 
Nor are the Quakers forgetful to crack what Company they have had 
with them, well enough knowing how. to make the beſt advantage 'of 
It EVELY. W ere. B73? | hp ; * ; he 

' And :tis. very Remarkable, when the Wonder is a little. over, and 
the Meeting not thronged ſo much as it uſed to be, what a ſubtle Art 
the Qzakers have to regain the Company, and fill the Houle afreſh ; 
for then *tis given out (as the Mountebanks never ſhew the beſt Tricks 
"till Iaſt) 'that.a Woman is to Speak the next time, which ſets the 
People a madding, and makes them all for coming again ; and if they 
are not Edified, . yet; it may be, they are inore Diverted"than they 
were before. UE on MEE 2 

And this may give us Occaſion to Speak ' 


CHAP. VL» 
. Of the Women Preachers. 


ere cannot be a plainer Inſtance, - and wherein the Common 
People may better Judge for themſelves that the Baakers (et their 
own Authority above the Holy Scriptures, than their allowing the 
Women to Speak, and Preach'amonegft them. Now *'tis moſt certhin 


that the Women are forbidden by-thie Holy Scripture'to Speak.in Pub- - 


lick; and 'tis as certain that the Qzakers teach and allow they ſhould. 

What St. Pax! hath declared and determined in the Matter 1s as fol- 

lows, Let your wen, keep Silence.in the Churches ; it is not permitted 
WE 
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reſtrained from' Preaching in Chriſtian Congregations. So- that either 
St. Paal, or the Quakers are in the wrong 3. and one'would think there 
is no Body in his Wits but what would be on the'Apoſtle's fide. .- 
| But ſay the Quakers, the Women were'inſpir'd as well as Men'in the 
Primitive Times, and fo are theirs at preſent. Whether either the 
Men or ' Women are immediately Inſpired amongſt the Qzakers, we 
ſhall tee anon. ', f SO onas.-6 | 
.. But fappoſing the' Quaker-Women'to be Inſpired, -.yet their being 
gives them no'more Authority or' Commitſhon to ſpeak in Publick than 
it did the Inſpired . Women, heretofore, , who, it they had-ever any, 
would never have been reſtrajned fron 1t' by St. Paw. | 
Again, I have heard a certain Qzakter Argue, That it was uſual for 
the Women heretofore to Speak in Publick, becauſe there was an 
Order of Deaconeſſes in the Apoſtolical Times. *'Tis true, there was 
Aiezyo- ſuch an Order of Women, and they were called Deaconeſſes, and ſome- 
Varase times Presbyrereſſes; Phizbe of Cenchrea was one of theſe ; who tho' 
Tleeo307t- they were Ordained, yet it was only to the Temporal Offices-of the 
Nis. Church, being to attend upon _the Women when they were 'Sick;* or 
to aflilt them when they were to be Baptized, and the like, but had 
never any thing to do with the Miniſterial Fun&ion,and {o were always 
c. 10, Feckoned amongſt the Laity, as is evident from the Council of Nice. 
-*Ev 7:5; And-therefore here 'is nothing in-the Order of Deaconeſſes that makes 
azixcis any thing for the Preaching of the Women amongſt the Qwaker-. 
'z2v]as However we muſt needs own what - an Obligation.the Quakers have 
Eeri{c- laid upon the Sex, and what a ſtrain of Poitcy -it is above all other 
<a Religions, fince it puts them'in a fair way, *'1f the Women will ac- 
cept the tavour, of gaining from us the whole Female Kind ; which 
will bring the reſt of the World under the Temptation of turning 
Quakers, or into the danger of wanting Waves. 
1 am next to ſay ſomething 


- Light: Within, and the Miſchjevous , Effects, and Conſe- 
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Moving and Enabling them to Speak, and Preach with as great Autho- 
rity and Truth as ever the Prophets and Apoſtles did of Old. | 

And ſo familiar and ſo well acquainted the Pxakers are with the 
Holy Spirit, that they can tell you when he comes, and when he goes 
away, or they are the greateſt Liars in the World. And fo much in 
earneſt the Men are here, that whatever they Speak, Preach, or Write, 
is thought and called by them the Word of the Lord, nothing being 
more common in their mouths than Thus faith the Lord, or the Spirit 
within them. And being thus\perſwaded of their own immediate In- 
ſpiration, they, in the firlt place, | 

Set up for Infallible Perſons. For if they are: thus inſpired by the 
Spirit of God, it follows, that they muſt be as Infallible as he, and 
as free from Error and Miſtake. And ſuch Perſons the Qxakers pre- 
tend to be, that cannot Err, - and that are always in the Right whe- 
ther they will or no, having immediate Intormation :and Authority 
from God to pronounce what'is Lawful, and what+*is not,” to decide 
Controverſies, to alter the Old, and impoſe New Articles of Eaith. 
In a word, the Qzakers think whatever they fay is infallibly true, and 
that they have a ſufficient warrant from the Holy Ghoſt to teach and 
corre& all Mankind. And the Temper- and Contidence of the Men is 
ſuch, as not to admit of any Contradiftion, or Diſpute about it, tho' 
they daily betray themſelves by. ſuch weaknefſes-and indiſcretions- in 
their Actions, ſuch Blunders and” Blaſphemies -in-their Books, and 
Preaching, as one would ſuſpect his Senſes to hear them at the ſame 
rime pretend to Infaltbility.”  * | 

Again, the Opinion of immediate Inſpiration amongſt the Qaakers, 
makes them ſet themſelves above the Holy Scriprure. For if it be 
rrue, as the Lxakers think it is; that they are really Inſpired, then 


whatever they ſay mult *be of, equal value with the - Holy Scripture, 


which wholly derives 1ts Authority from its being in{pited, and 1o are 
the Lxakers too, if youll believe them, IE 

Nor will it ſerve their turns to be upon equal terms with the Holy 
Scripture, they have a better Opinion of themlelves, and ſet the Lieht 
within above it. For the Holy Scripture was written heretofore, and 
delivered to the Prophets, and Apoſtles many Ages ago, Whereas the 
Quaker Revelation 18 not Written, coming juſt from the Fountain head, 
and immediately from the mouth of God ; and fo, fay they, being of 
later date, , and mformation, muſt needs be. of greater Authority. 
Hence it is that the: Q#akers undervalue and deſpile the Holy Scripture, 
calling-it.a dead Letter, and preferring their own Books and Writings 
before It. | - 

And 'tis Obſervable that the Quakers never read fo much as a Chap- 
ter of the - Holy Scripture in-their Meetings, and 'that in our Contro- 
verſies with them they will not be judged by ir. "And thus this Opi- 
nion of the'Zight within" brings a double advantage! tb them = 
ſame 'time, ' One of having their- own Authoriry heightned,” and the 
Other of leaving no poſſibility of its being tried ; whereas our' own 
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Reaſon does ſuggeſt, and God himſelf hath Commanded us zo to be- 
Lieve every Spirit, but to try the Spirits, meaning by the Holy Scripture, 
and the Rules of Faith, | 

Befides, another Conſequence of immediate Inſpiration amongſt the 
Luakers is, a pretence of being in a perfeR and ſinleſs State. For be- 
ing guided, as they imagine by the Spirit, in all that they fay, or do, 
they think nothing can be ſaid or done amiſs by them. They ll tell 
you, that all of their way are Converted, Enlightned, full of Saving. 
Gifts and Graces. In ſhort, the Quakers think themſelves ſo good 
and perfect, :that they need no Repentance. Hence it 1s never uſua 
to make any Confeſſion of Sin amongit them, or to ask God pardon 
for what they have done, tho' there is need enough of it ; for 'tis very 
well known that the Laakers are mortal like other Men, and ſome- 
times guilty of the vilett Failings, and Infirmities. And certainly 
what the Apoſtle fays is as true of the Lxakers as of us; If we ſay 
that we have no Sin, we deceive our ſelves, and the Trath ts not m us. 

Moreover, another Dangerous .and Blaſphemous Conſequence from 
the Opinion of the Light within is, that the Quakers quite lay afide our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift, thinking to be faved without him. 
You muſt know that the Pzakers believe nothing is meant byChriſt but 
the Light within, which only Inſpired, and dwelt in Jeſus of Nazarerh, 
as it does in them ; and that as Jeſus was called Chriſt, and the Son 
of God, fo may they as well from Chriſt, or the Light that dwelleth 
in them. Where 'tis plain they make no diſtinftion between the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and the Light, and ſo deny and deſtroy 


\ © the ever Bleſſed Trinity, Nor' will they acknowledge that there ever 


was in Earth, or is now in Heaven any other Chritt but what they 
have at preſent all within them z and ſo here is an end of the Divigity, 
Incarnation, Nativity,, Paſſion, Satisfaftion, Reſurrettion, Mediatour- 
ſhip, - and Coming again.to Judgment. of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. And it would make ones Heart ake, and Ears tingle, to hear 
them own-no other Birth, no other Sufferings, no other Merits, no 
other Coming again of Chriſt, but what hath hapned, and they have 
felt within themſelves. | 
And if the Quakers have thus laid aſide Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 'tis no 
wonder if they deſpiſe his Qrdinanges and Inſtitutions. . And we find 
by ſad Experience, that they have-Renounced and Dif-uſed the Holy 
Sacraments, Baptiſm, and the Lord's-Supper; over- turned the Prieſt- 
hood, and Preached down all outward Devotion, and Decencies in 
Religion. ; 
And 'tis owing to this Principle, that ſome of the Qwakers have pro- 
{{d to their Neighbours the pulling down of Steeple- Houſes, as the 
beſt Expedient to mend-the High-ways. 
Furthermore, another COneanes from the Light within amongſt 
the 2xakers is, that-it deſtroyeth all Civil Dominion, Property, and 
Right, which is not in their own hands. - For this Light, they ſay, -1 
Chriſt, and-Chriſt is the Heir of all Things, which gives them a Title 
P to 
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to Inherit the Earth, and ſets them above all Magiſtracy, Government, 
and Laws, and fo they are in a fafr way to invade the Eſtates, and 
Goods of other Men, and will never want a Pretence to juſtifie their 
Rapine at the ſame time. As to all other Perſons who are not Con- 
verted, ſuch have no Title to their Eſtates ; all Dominion and Pro- 
perty lying in the Qzakers, who have an immediate Commiſſion from 
God to ſet up, and to pull down, to ſeize, and diſpoſſels, when and 
where they will. | 

And no doubt of it, if they were as confident of their own irength, 
as they are of the Truth of the Principle, but that they would ſpoil 
the e/Zgyptians. Nor would any thing be unlawful for them, that 
they may weaken the Wicked. 

"Tis Matter of Fact, the Quakers have already begun with the Clergy, 
by denying and detaining from them that juſt a wk in the Tythes, 
which the Laws of God and the Nation have confirmed to them ; nor 
can I ſee how any of their Neighbours can be more- ſecure, ſmce no 
Body holds his Eſtate by a better Title. So that the Civil State is-in 
as much danger as the Church. And there is ſomething at the bottom 
amongſt the Qxakers in keeping on their Hats, paying no body Ho- 
nour, and calling no Man Lord or Maſter, which ſeems to be a work- 
ing, in order to ſet up themſelves at laft. And theſe -Men know well 
enough there. is a Sword belonging to the Spirit of Qaakters/m, which 
may be carnally ufed upon occafion by the Saints, who being common- 
ly two-handed Fellows,. and fit for Service, and withal tranſported 
with Covetouſneſs and Zeal, will give no more Quarter to us, than - 
to a Canaanite. : 

There are ſeveral other miſchievous Effects Conſequential to” the 
Light within; it makes them inſufferably Proud, Intolent, and IlI- 
manner'd ; it makes the meaneſt 2zaker think better of himſelf than 
the Pariſh-Minifters, and to take upon him to rebuke them ; It makes 
them deſpiſe the Beſt, and moſt Learned Men of other Perſwafions:; 
1t makes them ſet themſelves «bove the Church, ' and to' Excommuni- 
cate with an Abſolute A 3 Ir makes them give out Prophecies, 
and denounce Judgments in the Name of the Lord ; It makes them 
Threaten, Curſe, and Damn all the World beſides themſelves, tho' 
One would have expected from Men of the Spirit-better things. - 

From what hath: {aid here it appears, what are the Real Prin- 
ciples of the 2aakers, :and what dangerous Miſtakes are'amongſt them, 
ariſing from the Belief of the Light within; but the Quakers would not 
have the World know ſo much, as_we ſhall ſee by | 
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CHA P. IX. 


The Concealment, and Denial of their Principles. 


>Þ Will be no Wonder to me, if many of my Honeſt Readers are ſur- 
priz'd and ſtartled at what hath been ſaid concerning the Princt- 
les of the 2akers, of whom, it may be, they have always had a 
berrer Opinion, being not ſo well acquainted with them ; but I am 
ſure I have not miſ-repreſented: them in ' the leaft here, for 
nothing hath been charged to their ſcore but what is naturally dedu- 
cible from the Great Principle of the Light within, and what is Con- 
firmed by the PraGtice and _—_ of the Ring-Leaders. _— 
And poffibly the Common People -amonegft the. Lxakers themſelves, 
at leaſt the New Converts, may not have heard of fome amongſt the 
Doktrines aforeſaid, it being uſual with” rhe Preachers to diſguiſe and 
cover what is not ſo agreeable, and convenient at firſt, reſerving the 
Secret 'till they dare truſt them with it ; and whatever happens, they 
know how- to juſtifie themſelves for doing ſo. Hence the LCxakers 
ſeem to have by their Talk a great Ref] for the Holy Scripture, 
and do nor prefently cry it down, for this would ſpoil all with the 
Common - People, who have a great Veneratjon for.'it. Nor do the 
Quakers on the ſudden openly declare againſt. Jeſus Chriſt, ſince to do 
it were*to fright the - People,” and. be too horrible at firſt to appear 
bare-fac'd, and above-board ; but when time comes, or under the 
Roſe, they'll explain their meaning.. And ſhould this be objected as 
not fair play by ſuch as underſtand them better, they'll tell you that 
they are-true-to their Principles all the. while, preaching up the 
Word,” and the Chriſt of God, by both which they mean nothing but 
the Light within, - © 24) > S103 
$6 much 'the Quakers are beholding+to, and fo good at the+ Art: of 
Shuffling and Cutting, that "tis" difhcult for a Man to know their 
meaning. The Truth is, the Firſt Inftitutors of Lxakeri/ſm have run 
themſelves into ſuch mad Doctrines, arifing from the Light within, 
that the Modern Lxakers have hard work of 1t to fave their Credit by 
defending'of them; and yer own and defend them'they muſt, other- 
wiſe they would contradict the Spirit, which was'always the ſame in 


-one;-as 1ti the other, 3 '!: 


And therefore they are at preſent ſadly put to it, and forced to 
make uſe of ſtrange Diſtintions, Crafty Expreſſions; double Mean- . 
ings, New Editions, and Alterations in the Writings of Ancient 
Friends And if nothing will do, they'll not ſtand to deny their 
own Printiples, tho' it be the :utmoſt ſtrain of Impudence to do it. 
Upon this Account it is that the Pwakers have been fo long undiſco- 
vered, and unſuſpetted to the World, having never been ſer, 'rill of 
late,. in their True Light. _ 

; u 
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| But however ſome of the Quakers may not underſtand the true Prin- 
ciples of the: Party, or whatever difference there may. be amongſt 
them, yet they all agree in the Light within, which is the Foundation, 
and Corner-Stone, upon which they lay all the ſtreſs and weight of 
Babel, but never were Men miſtaken to 3 which brings me to-* 


CHAF.xX 
The Grand Impoſture of the Light within. 


BY the Zight within, T have ſhewed you that the 2uakbers mean an 
Immediate Revelation. from God, ſuch as he beſtowed on the 
Apoſtles. Now nothing is more certain than that Immediate Revela- 
tion has ceaſed long ago, as will appear; it we conſider either. the De- 
fgn, or Effetts of it. | 
: And Firſt, as to the Deſign of it.'\: The Apoſtles being'to Preach the 
_— which, God intended ſhould be the Rule of Faith, and Standard 
of Religion to all Ages of the World, it was abſolutely needful- they 
ſhould be fully and infallibly inftructed in its Do&trines, that Man- 
kind might rely upon the Authority of what they taught, To which 
purpoſe God made a full diſcovery to them by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
gave them an account of all things neceſſary to. Salvation, which they 
Preached at firſt, and: when it was written-afterwards,. and: once deli- 
vered to the Saints, as we find it in Holy. Scripture, there was n0 
need of a farther Revelation. - 
God having therefore made a. Full, Perfe&, and Sufficient Revela- 
tion once for all, the Occaſion of immediate Inſpiration: ceaſed, and 
Prophecy was ſealed, and cloſed-up. Hence it is we are: commanded 


to ſearch the Holy Scripture. Which ſuppoſeth that there is no other John 5. 39. 


way of coming to the Knowledge of God's Will, and that no. new Re- 
velation is to be made, no new Doctrine to be expected by us. And 


thus ſays the Apoſtle, rho' we, or an Angel from Heaven ſhould. preach Galat. 1. 8. 


any other Goſpel unto you than we have preached, let him be accurſed. 

__ immediate Infpiration hath ceaſed as to the Effects of it. 

The Apoſtles were nor only inftruted by Inſpiration, - but alſo, in 
order to give the World the moſt Certain and 'Infallible Evidence of 
their being ſent by God, they were enabled by him to work Miracles, 
. and Performances above: the power of Man, convincing Mankind by 
the Demonſtration of the Spirit, God bearing them witneſs, as we are 


told, with Signs, and Wonders, and with divers Miracles,” fuch as Speak- Hebr. 2: 4. 


ing with Tongues, ' Healing the Sick, ” and Rai ing the Dead; which no 
Body can do-in our days; the Miraculous Efte&ts of Inſpiration being 
withdrawn 2 5 ot; ET 2:3,55 3 
i;80 Eng is more certain: than” that Immediate-Revelation is 
ceaſed long ago both-as to the Deſign and" EffteRts of it; and therefore 
at preſent there can be no ſuch thing. "i To 


*. 
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To pretend to it-now were needleſs, and I know not whether ,more 
to expoIE our own Folly, or to affront that Revelation , which God 
hath made already, and which he thought ſufficient, and *tis hard for 
us to think it otherwiſe. : 

But here I would not have it thought, that when Miraculous Inſpi- 
ration ceaſed, the Holy Ghoſt wholly withdrew himſelf. © For it is by. © -{;- 
the Holy Spirit that our Bleſſed Saviour hath promiſed, as he tells us, 

S:. Marth, fo be with ws to the end of the world, . And to be ſure the Bleſſed Spirir 
-8,29, hath his conſtant Reſidence here on Earth ; and tho' his Effects are not 
16 notorious as heretofore, yet he is always doing ſomething ſtill a- 
monglt us, which all good Men cannot but feel within themſelves ; 
' for it is the Holy Ghoſt that SanRtifies us from Sin and all Uncleanneſs; 
tis he that puts into our minds all good Thoughts and Detires ; he 
that purifies and waſhes us at Baptiſm ; he that is the Author of all De- 
votion, and Charity in us ; he that inclineth us to believe and be con- q 
vinced by Gods word ; he that enables us to repent and live Godly, 
Righteous and Sober Lives; and when he prevails upon, and works 
within us ſo, we may be ſaid as truly to partake of, and be inſpired by 
the Holy Gholit, and may think -as well of our ſelves as any of thoſe 
who at preſent would be thought Infallible, and Illuminated Perſons. 

Indeed God, if he pleaſeth, _ may ſtillſend Perſons inro .the World 
upon extraordinary Meſſages and Occaſions, ſuch as ſhould Speak, and | 
Preach by the Spirit, and Immediate Revelation, as the Apoſtles did. nd} Lon 
But then he never ſends. them but he gives them a Power of working | 

Miracles, and Wonders, and when they come without it, they afe not 
"to becredited, or believed. For it is not enough for a Man to boaſt of [ 
[ 26 £24 Inſpiration, which he cannot prove, or to ſet up for a Prophet on his 
WL . own head without Miracles, or a Teſtimony trom God. When there- 
| AW fore the Quakers, . who pretend fo much to Inſpiration, can. prove it 
by working Miracles, as the Prophets and Apoſtles always- did, when 
they can cure the Lame, the Blind, and theSick, when" they can raiſe 
the Dead, and ſpeak with Tongues, then we will acknowledge them 
to be immedutely inſpired, but 'till then we muſt*beg their pardon, if 
we look upon them to be Impoſtures, and Falſe Prophets, ſuch as de- 
lude themſelves with the Amuſements of their own Idle Brains, and 
bewitch the Common People with Groans, Sighings, and other Enthu- 
taſtick Knavery. "5; | 
And certainly - never any Sect had more need of Miracles than the 
Raakers,to vouch and vindicate the. Singularities, Novelty of Do&trine, 
and Indecencies amongft them, ſuch as never were made ufe of by the - 
Snirit of God, which was not confined to, or diſtinguiſh'd by a Habit, 
Speech, or Look. Nor did it ever contradict it ſelf, as the Qzakers 
make it ; for 'tis plain the Spirit which inſpired the Apoſtles, did ex- 
preſly forbid the Preaching of Women, and yet mag nu not only 
allow, but command it, and fo contradict the Spirit they pret to 
have. Nor did the Holy Ghoſt ever tranſport the Perſons -1t Infpired, 
ummotdcitly to expoſe therafelves, like the Quakers, who, _ and 
'- Women, 


% 
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Women, ſome times appear ſtript to ſhame in the face of the World, 
and as naked as their Mothers brovght them into _ it. It never vented 
itſelf in wild and Romantick Fits of Zeal, as the Spirit of the Quakers, +: + ' 
which acts the Fury,. in making of them ſhake and tremble, and in :; 
renting and tearing of them, as the Deyil did the Man poſſeſſed. Nor * 


did it ever vilite it ſelf by Childiſh Miſtakes, and derifible Aions, 
fuch as daily betray theſe Inſpired Maſters amongft the Qzakers, with 
whom nothing is more uſual than Blunders, Hums, and Haws, and 
Nonſence, | 
"Tis a known Story of the Meeting-Houſe-in Jeſus-Lane at Cambridge, 
where for ſome time it was Cuſtomary with the SprAreR at' every 
word to cry out very pathetically Ah! as Friends Ab: We ah! are Ab! 
met Ah! here Ah! and ſo on in the ſame tune.as long as the Preach- 
ent laſted. And thus it continued, ''till a Female of ſome Authority 
amonglt them rebuked the Folly of the Spirit, but not without loſs of 


'a great deal of mirth to the Learned Youth that ſome times came-to- 


hear them. 

And tho' Y/iliam Pen came afterwards to make amends, and raiſe 
the Reputation of the Qzaker Spirit, Preaching with all his Flouriſhes, 
and braving the Schools of the Prophets, yet it only ſerved to expoſe. 


the Cheat of Lzaker-Tyſpiration more ; for if it be true, that all the 


Rueaakers have the ſame Spirit, then how came William Pen to do fo 
well, and his Friends in Je/*s- Laxe ro do no better ? .Qr, which is the 
greateſt Wonder, and moſt worth the Enquiry, how came the young 
Scholar to be liked amangſt them as well as William Pen? 


For once upon a Time, you mult know, 4 certain Scholar who had learnt 


the Quakers Expreſſions, and Behaviour, and being dreſs d in their faſhion, 
ſtept up in the p Aeeting-Houſe, where he Preach'd ſo wonderfully to: 
them, that the like was never heard. And hereupon they called the Toung 
Alan Daniel, for the great Knowledge that was in him, magnifying God 
for raiſing up ſuch a Perſon amongſt them.. But, it ſeems, the Young 
Aan net long after took occaſion to tell them who 'he was, and that what he 
had done was only with a purpoſe to andeceive them, and let them ſee how 
their Leaders impoſed upon them under the diſgniſe of, and pretence to, 
and operation of the Spirit, which he did not pretend unto. And this Con- 
feſſion preſently made them change their Tune, 'tho' 1 have been told, that 
many of them were not a little ſtartled at it | 
And indeed it is very attainable for any one to do as well as any of 
the Rxakers, for there is no hard matter in it, - if a Man hath but a 
Nimble Tongue, with a little Confidence, and Memory, and will be at 
the pains to get ſome pg of the Holy Scripture by heart, and 
make himſelf ready at Chapter, and. Verſe ; nor does it matter whether 
his Quotations be to any purpoſe or no, but Quote he muſt, for with- 
out it, the Quakers after all their Pretences to Immediate Inſpiration, 
can-do no good upon the Common People, who when they hear them 
ſo perfect at it, are brought into an Opinion that they talk Scripture 
by Revelation 3 which will have more effect upon them, it the 
' | : PEAKER 
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SPEAKER hath a ſtrong Voice, is painful at his Diſcourſe, and ſets it 
off with the popular advantages of Tone, and AﬀeCtation. All which 
2s it will compleat a 2xaker-Preacher of the Firſt Rate, fo tis caſte for 
any one in a little time to perfe& himſelf in, by hearing others, and 
making ſome private Trials before he ventures to begin in publick- 

But that which makes the Common People more apt to believe the 
Quaker-Preachers are Inſpired, is, becauſe they ſeemany Preach amongſt 
them, whom they know to be illiterate, 'and tmlearned, ſuch as Cob- 
lers, Weavers, and the like ; and 'tis a wonder to the Neighbourhood 
how they came to be gifted ſo. Bhs ppl 

The Truth is, theſe Men have taken up Preaching as an Auxiliary 
Trade, and there is no more in them bur ſome Paſſages of Holy Scrip- 
ture got without Book, and a Repetition of what they have gleaned 
trom other Preachers, with Confidence enough to appear in a Meeting 
with it. From ſuch as theſe you are to expect nothing but what comes 
From them by rote; and as School-Boys ſay their Leflon ; and if they 
are ever out (and here they have the betrer-of the School-Boys) they 
are liked however, and commended, *for the 2zakers are ſure never 
to tell Tales to the diſadvantage of the Party. . 

Befides, Obſerve it where you will, ſuch Preachers ſeldom ſtay long 
in a Place; and the Reaſon 1s, becauſe their ftock of Sermons 1s ſoon 
out, and ſo they ramble from- Meeting ro Meeting for. Employ- 


' ment, and in tme may begin the round again. Which as it faves 


their-Credit by going off berimes, ſo it is of great advantage to- them 
with the Common People, who admire Strangers moſt, ſuch as are un- 


known, appear but ſeldom, and ſtay but a little while in a place; and. 


during their ſtay they a&t the Saint fo wel}, that when they axe gone; 
they leave behind them a wondrous CharaGter of themſelves, and a 
longing in the People ro hear them again. © | But ſhould. they ſtay 
longer in a Place, and ter the World +be better acquainted with them, 
it would” ſoon be weary of them, and not like. them half ſo well ; 
whereas by ſhifting often, and changing places, they are not fo much 
expofed ro the Oblervation and Humour -of the Neighbourhood, as 
the Conſtant and Eftabliſh'd Clergy are. - ; 

_* And this is one Reaſon why-a Prophet hath no Honour in his own 
Country ; which is as true of the Qzakers as any 3 for the moſt Pow- 
erful Men amongſt them are not*cryed-up fo much, or liked fo well 
where they live, as in remote Parts, and at diftant Meetings 


* And thus-you ſee the great Myſtery of Preaching amongſt the ' 


Qurkers, who have nothing of Divinity, or Learning m them. Nor 
know I how it ſhould be otherwiſe, for 'tis very unlikely that a Man 
who hath ſerved Seven Years to a forry Trade, and after all, ic may be 


-nort Maſter of ir, ſhould-on a ſudden; arid in a few days become fit for 


a Pulpit. For fince* the miracul6us Infpiration "of the Apoſtolical 
Days, it will'take more tine, - and coſt more pains to be a Preacher 3 


"Fe; t God hath now left us, befide the ordinary Influence of the Holy Ghoft, 


to*Methods more agreeable to Humane Nature ; he does not at preſent 
TEE make 


a 


yo 
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own Impudence, or Knaverye .::/o 4 i 155 anger of; 
And indeed one Reaſon why the: N chers. GP down Humane Learn- 
ing is, becauſe they have none, and can.do;t ir 


6 Inſpired, ; 
pEDors; clo. good 
[6 | the. Light within; 


privy to; = beſt, 'tis a Deluſion, - and; 
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which at the bottom is nothing but a mot Cheat they - themſelves are | 
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CHAP. Xl. 
"What Blaſphemy it z to Counterfeit the Holy Ghoſt. 


_ JF the QUAKrRs can pive no other Proof of their being Inſpired 
-” but their own t ſo, and we have Reaſon ro ſuſpect 
that they themſelves do or be leve it at the bottom ; -or if they are 
in earneſt, yer their word is not to be taken, or relied upon in a Mat- 
ter of ſuch Importance 'as their own immediate Inſpiration; and in- 
A deed we have the moſt convincing - Evidence againſt it from Holy 
Scripture, our own Reaſon, and the Behaviour of theſe Men ;- we may 
therefor ſafel Aras that they Counterfeit the Holy Ghoſt, to 
his great Scan nd 'vexation 3 for hereby Charge and Father 
upon him-all their Miſtakes, Fooleries, Infrmith Villanies, 
and Knaviſh Tricks, making him a Princi hens all the while, 
which is an Horrible Blaſphemy, and m _ do great Diſhonour 
and Deſpight-to the Spirit of Grace. - 
And that which leaves the Quakers wholly inexcuſable :is, we ſee 
many of their great- Pretenders to the Holy Ghoſt, who never come 
to DING | nag the podgrmnc pro but wit they: are really Drunk, 


and never. feem and big with: ns 3m R$: which 
is an Inſtance with 2 x Witneſs of br 'Fanatical Arrogance, Pg | 
Pretenſions thus to bely:the Holy Spirit. 


ME ol Ghoſt, rich Sm cmd nd le it was to Sin ainſt the 
Fey | 


withis ang our preſent Quakers Gn at laſt fer them all on - 
and eild in Everlaſting Burnings.: /\ ths 
Before I my wy it & wil not be amiſs to fay ſomething of 


CHAP, 


| hg and exalted themſelves above the Neighbourhood. And 


' this of -Non- is the Darling and Diſcriminating- Lig mary 
amongſt t wakers, they receive the mark of the Party, 
and-iPvertue of it wou Carnts.: 


[{ 25 ] 
CHAP. XI. 


The Unlawfulneſs of Swearing amongſt the Quakers, and 
how they came by it. 


ere. are ſometimes ſuch Doubtful Matters or Conteſts amongſt 
*. Men, as cannot eafily be decided ; ſomefirfies ſuch Offices of Con- 
cernment as cannot ſafely be entruſted without an Oath ; kence it 7 
was that God commandsd his People to Swear þy his Name.” And the Deur. 6,13. * 
beſt of Men we have never made a-ſcruple of it in Cafes of ſuch 6 
Importance, and Necefſity, For Inſtance, St, Pax upon ſeveral Occa- ; 
fions calls God to witneſs the Truth of what he fays. 
Nor is-the Prohibition of our Saviour, Swear wot at all, or as the 5;. mach. 
Apoſtle expreſſeth it, Swear not by any Oath, to be underſtood. as if it 5. 34. 
was utterly unlawful to Swear at any time, -or upon any account; 5: Janes 5. 
for it only forbids all raſh Oaths, and heedleſs Swearing in-our Com- **7/, #- *../ 
moh Diſcourſe. &>- 5:07 fans 5 ic goed Ghes ante end, Of 4-7, WE 
As to our Saviour's Precept, Let your Communication be yea,” yea, and 5e. Math. 5, 
24y, nay, it only means, that in our common Converſation a bare af. 37. — 
firming or denial is ſufficient without an Oath. And therefore we may 
conclude againfta ons; that It is lawful for us to take an Oath 
upon a great, and good Occafion. ' | 
Indeed an Oath 4s. very Sacted and. Awful Thing, and Men ought 
not to Swear, if they have any fear of God before their Eyes, but with 
the greateſt Serioutneſs, and Concernment. And therefore the Qzaker-:, | 
to acquaint the World how Religious they are, hold it neither fafe nor hs 
lawful to Swear at all, tho' the Command of the Magiſtrate, the Ju- - 
_ w ry Country, and the welfare of their Neighbours requires 
they ſhould. YA, 
'Tis Obſervable, there never was any / Se&t /but what ſetup = AN * 


One great Prjpciale amongſt them, which gud with it a wond 
> of Purity and Strictnels in Religion, and by it they. di- 


al. r. 20. 
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Art ewould be well for them 1t there were no more in it; but 'tas Pu 
matter of Fact, that never were Men ſo abuſed as the Lxakers. by the es 
Popiſh Prieſts, nox as we by the Rxakers, under the plauſible pretence + 
of the unlawfulneſs of Swearing. 

For no ſooner was the Reformation finiſhed. in England, bur the 1 th 
Enemies were at work to divide-and countermine us; and on they ; 
went a good while either unobſerved, or: evading the Legal Teſts of 
the Nation by Equivocating, and Mental-:Reſervations : But when the 
Knavery of the Men was diſcoyered, : and .became offentive to the 5 
p E 2 _._ World, 
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World, the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy were contrived fo as to 
except ſuch Reſerves. Whereupon Jho Pop) Emifſſaries were hard 
put to it, *till of late years they found out an Expedient to ſecure 
themſelves, by mmfinuating the unkwfulneſs, of taking any-Oath at 
all, and it was-put into the mouths of the Luakers to Preach it up. 
Which as it gives us a fair accoumt®* how the 2zakers came by the 
Principle of Not Swearing at firſt ; fo ever fince the Jeſuits have taken 
the advantage of ſpreading their:Dotrines, and: carrying on. their De- 
figns amongſt us with Tecurity, and ſucceſs, cling themſelves un- 
der the diſguiſe of Lz4ke77,/ in. defiance to all the Teits and Caution 'of 
the Goverment, © 154 molt ih ohne 2 2 i fin Th 

' And *tis very unaccountable how the Papiſts, after all the Provifion 
of our Laws againſt. them, ,and the diſcouragements they lie under, 
ſhould be. ever able to raile their Heads, and bring us into- ſo. much 
danger by their Plots and Conſpiracies, ' without having ſome private 
Afſfiſtance - and Opportunities, fuch as -no body gives them. but the 
Rwrakers, who are Tools, 'and Factors to them. | 
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The CoNCLUSION. 


HUS have'T given you ſomeRetmarks upon the Quakers, and 
their Principl _ with: a ſhort Account of the miſchievous 
-. Conſequences of them. Nor:have I-wronged them here,. nor 
+ dreffed them in the ſhape of Monſters to have them worried, 
but dealr juſtly and plainly in the Matter, :having aid nothing of them 
but what I am'-apt-to think _— of my Readers muſt acknowledge 
their own, Experience to be very true- | 
Ne I Eom vhat hath been ſaid it appears, that;the Quakers are not 
ſuch - Innocent ' and Harmleſs Lambs--as they ſeem, being Wolves in 
Sheeps Cloathing, and Saints with Cloven-Feet., For, you ſee, they 
have renounced Chriſtianity. at the +bottom, by diſowning Baptiſm, 
which is the only Inſtitution to make Men Chriſtians 
none are, -or can be called ſo.. They haye wholly laid afide our Lord, 
and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, thinking_ to be Saved only by the{ight 
within, They have'defpiſed' the: Holy Scripture, ſetting up thels-own 
Word, and Writings quite above it. -, 
Nor are the Qzakers leſs dangerous to the Government 3 for we 
much miſtake the Men, if we think them ſuch Tame and Paſſive Crea- 
tures, whilſt they have Principles and Deſigns in their Heads utterly 
inconſiſtent with the preſent State, and Propriety of Things... 
He needs not paſs for a Politician, that- pretends to compute what 
we have already ſuffered, -or. foretell what we are likely to ſuffer by 
them in our Civil Intereſt. For *tis plain. how they think themabploes 
| under 


riſtiansz. and without is © 
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under God's - immediate Government, and Oeconomy, without Re- 
gard, or Obligation to Worldly Rulers ; how they own no Law but 
the Light within; how they pretend to be Heirs of all things by the 
right of Grace, and Title of the Spirit ; what Arts they have to En- 
groſs Trade, what Induſtry they uſe to gain the Common People, and 
what a Buſtle _ have made almoſt in every Pariſh, to the Diſquiet- 
of the Neighbourhood, and what an Alarm they have given to all the 
Nation. And 'tis by fuch Methods, and ſuch Deſigning Men amongſt 
the Populace, that Revolutions have been effeted 1n States and King- 
doms, ſuch as we have reaſon to fear, and expe from them. _ 
'Tndeed FT cannot tell how improbable the apprehenſion of danger 
from the Qxakers may appear to Wiſer Men, but give me leave to ex- 
preſs my Fear, That of all the Se&s and Parties amongſt us, the 


_ Quakers are the moſt capable, and inclinable to diſturb our Peace. 


For as to the Presbyterians, Independems, and Anabaptiſts, they agree 
ſo far with us. in the Fundamental Matters, that poſlibly they may be 
contented with the preſent Liberty of Conſcience they enjoy ; and the 
rather, becauſe having once had their Day already with all the fair 
Promiſes and Opportunities of Eſtabliſhment, and being unable to 
keep the Saddle, it may diſcourage them from attempting the Maſtery 
again, or ſetting up their own for a National Religion amongſt us. 

But then as to the Qxakers, They have renounced the Fundamental 
Principles of Chriſtianity, and fo become Heretical to us, and we to 
them; we are at an tirreconcileable diſtance from one another. Be- 
ſides, the Furions Zeatand Impatience of the Men argues what they 
would be at: And to add to their Confidence of Succeeding, *'tis natu- 
ral for them to think they ſhall manage the Superiority when they 
have it, better than thoſe that Uſurp'd before them, becauſe they have 
not yet had an opportunity of trying their Skill. 

And ſhould they ſucceed, they't} not Compound the Matter, nor 
part Stakes; there'll be Quarter neither for Church, nor State; for 
no Religion will be Tolerated, no Laws admitted but their own. 

Ar preſent, 'tis true, they.cry up an Univerſal Liberty of Conſcience 
which they amongſt the reſt enjoy' but ſhould the Qxakers ger up- 
permoſt, they know their Intereſt too well, and love themſelves too 
much, to Tolerate any they have power to-Puniſh, or Supprels. 

We have ſeen as much by their Behaviour in Penſlvania, whither 
many of them removed themſelves ' from Eng/and for Liberty 
of Conſcience; but being once Eftabliſh'd there, Liberty of Conſcience 
was preſently look'd upon as an imprudent and dangerous Principle ; 
and fo they Perſecuted all that differed in Perſwaſion from them with 
the moſt 1mplacable Outrage. And, believe me, the Lxakers, are 
better acquainted with the Temper and Example of the Papacy, than 
to have any Charity for, or to be upon indifferent Terms with ſuch as 
axe not of their own Religion. | 

If Favour will be ſhewed to any, the Papiſts are the Perſons that 
may expett it ; for they deſerve to be kindly ufed upon all ona 


y 
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_ by the Luakers, who are beholding to them for many of their Prin- 


ciples, as hath been ſaid- Ko 

Beſides, *twould be very ungrateful in the Qxakers not to return the 
kindneſs they receiv'd trom their Old Friends, during the late Reign. 
And there is no doubt but they Il agree well enough, being near a-kin, 
if not the very ſame at the: bottom. Nor can we tell but that they 
may have the ſame Name all the while ſecretly within themſelves ; for 
the. Qzekers, you muſt know, do not in earneſt own the Name; they 
tell us, that they are the People only commanyy called Qxakers, but 
that their true Name is hidden from the World, and known to. no 
body beſides themſelves, being hitherto not declared, and reſerved for 
a proper Opportunity. And 'tis the Tendency to Popery amongſt 
the 2&4akers, which cauſeth-Thouſands beſides your Author to ſuſpect, 
that there is nothing but a Diſguiſe,that maketh the preſent Difference 
between them. That the Prieſts of the Church of Rome have (ome- 
times Preached amongſt them, the Qzakers themſelves have owned ; 
and that they do it often, there is all the Reaſon in the World to 


- ſuſpe& ; becaule 'ris plain both to us, and them, that ſeveral Perſons 


Preach in their Meetings,that come from God knows where. Nor 
can it be denied but that, there are at preſent many of the moſt Noted 
Preachers amongſt the 2zakers, that were brought up in the Romiſh 
Religion; and the Effect hath been, as any one may ſee, that, there 
have more 2zakers than of any other Sets whatſoever turned Papiſts. 


* And 'tis likely all of them would do it, were things ripe enough, and 


their Leaders in a way to make a good Bargain, and Capitulation for 
themſelves: Nor can any thing be more ealie and juſtifiable, than ſuch 
a Cloſe according to their own Principles for if the Spirit does- but 
rell them ſo, there needs no more,to make them one, and Legitimate 
the Union. And when they are joined, it. muſt needs be a very for- 
midable and deſtructive Body, both to the Eſtabliſh'd, and Tolerated 
Proteſtants. 

And 'tis an unlucky Hint which the Qzakers give of their Single 
Force, and what they can do alone by themſelves, when we hear them 


. boaſt how conſiderable a Part of the Nation they are, and how unſafe 


it 1s for the Government to meddle with fuch a Multitude ; which 
intimates as much as if they dare truſt their own ſtrength upon Occa- 
tion, and no body knows how ſoon they may put it to a Traal. 

I ſhould be glad to find my ſelf miſtaken at the laſt ; but to wair 


For the Event, were to run the hazard of being Convinced by a woful 


Experiment, when it will be too late to ſee our Error, and help 
our ſelves. | 

And the Conſequence ſhould be, that we provide for our Safety 
berimes, and not let the Church and State lie at- the mercy of the 
2wakers, but diſappoint them, and ſecure our ſelves, whilſt we have 
Power in our own Hands. As the Qzakers have been Tools to the 
Jeſuits, ſo let us. be no longer Tools to the Qxakers. They have, to 
our ſorrow, been (hghted, and favoured too long, but at laſt let us 
Conſult 


Us, or 
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Conſult our own Security by reſtraining of them! ; and if not for our 
own, yet for the welfare of our Poſterity ; who, it it happens not in 
our Time, muſt endure the Storm we at preſent would not prevent- 
Or if we are unconcerned for our Preſent, or Future well-doing, yet 
lee us not be Fools any longer to Foreigners, who are apt to r 
upon the underſtanding of our Nation for the frequency of Revolu- 
tions = ſuch as theſe Men without prevention, may bring upon 
urs. 

And the beft way we can take is, to Addreſs our Prayers to God, 
and the King, to Petition our Repreſentatives in Parliament, and to 
call upon one another for Aſſiſtance; and Security againſt them. And, 
to be ſure, whatever difference there is amongſt us, yet Menof all 
Perſwaſions will Combine and Confederate againfſt ſuch as deſign our 
Common Ruine. 


Nor can I ſee. what Law will oppoſe our Wiſhes, ſeeing the Qxakers 


" "are ſuch Blaſphemous and Heretieal-Perſons as ſtand in necd of greater 


Indulgence than the preſent Toleration does allow. 

Bur here I would not be miftaken by an unmerciful Conftrudtion ; 
for my meaning only is for a gentle Redreſs, and a Tender Coercion, 
no more than may fecure our ſelves, and innocently ſuppreſs them» 
*Tis true, I do not think the Ring-Leaders, and Crafty Knaves among(t 
them worthy of ſuch Compaſſion, but til} I am not for giving them 
an Opportunity ' of being Martyrs. 

And ſomething muſt be done, if we deſign to ſtop-the miſchief ; nor 
muſt it be put off to ſome Future Care, for 'tis high time to look 
about us; and 'tis more adviſeable ſtill, becauſe the late AQ of Par- 
liament againſt Popery, will force the Romiſh Emiſlaries to ſhelter 
themſelves under the diſguiſe of - Q#akers more than ever. 

Burt here I am ſure to be loaded with all the Curſes, . Railings, Out- 
cries, and Defamations of the Quakers, who have the fouteft Mouths 
on Earth. They'll Reproach me I know as ſome Indigent, Angry, 
and Perſecnting Prieſt. A Prieſt indeed I own I am,- and thank my 
God, have no Occafion to Write for Bread. As to my Anger, I am 
not ſenſible that it amounts to more than a Commendable Zeal for a 
Languiſhing Church. And the greater the Succeſs of theſe Men hath 
been againſt it, the more juſt is our Wonder, and Concernment- And 


God knows! I have little Reaſon to be in love with Perſecution, ha- 


ving been a Witneſs of the moſt barbarous Outrage as ever was execu- 
ted by Popery on the Bodies, or Habitations of Men. 

'Tis true, I have ſpoken freely, and if I am blamed, I muſt fay as 
boldly again, that I do not think thoſe the Beſt Sons of the Church, 
that make her always a Tacit Plaintiff, never ſpeaking themſelves, 
and being angry at all that do. 

But let me be never fo hardly Cenſured, it ſhall not create me 
much Trouble z all I am afraid of is, that I have not been plain 
enough with the Dockers, nor ſet them in ſuch Colours as theſe 
Blaſphemers, and Impoitors do deſerve. DES 

co 
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I cout heartily wiſh 1 were able to ſay ſomething that would bs 
Prevalent, and Perſwafive. As to the Luakers, T'utterly defpair of 
doing any good upon them, being Obſtinate, 'and Incurable-; .Convince 
them'you- may, but they'll never yield, [nor own it, = Sup- 
port the Cauſe, or ſave its Credit by an immoveable Conſtancy,. and 
Stubbornneſs. - A Pretence -to the Spirit +will ſecure them- again: the 
Arguments of an Angel ; nor is it in'our 'Power to diſpoſleſs them of 
ſuch an Indefeifible Opinion, "Fi 

And. what Efte& my preſent Application will have with other Men, 
I cannot*tell, - for. it lies wholly at the mercy of:the-Reader. But if 
it prove unſucceſsful, and ſhould miſs -of making them' -appre- 
henfſwe what. Danger we are in, there is but one Imaginable Ho 
more to interpolſe, and. that-is, that God would fave us by a Miracle. 
But it cannot be expeR&ed he ſhould do ſo much for our Deliverance, 
when we would do nothing for our ſelves; ' and ſo may juſtly permit 
our Enemies to Ufurp and Triumph over ns, who bave fruſtrated 
ſuch Warnings and Opportunities of Reſcue from them. 

Whatever happens, *'twill be the Satisfa&tion of the Author of theſe 
Papers, - that he hath Endeavoured according to his poor Ability to 
prevent the Miſchief that is Threatned to the Beſt of Churches, as 
every. one would that thinks it ſo ; and could be contented rather to 
Periſh with it, than Survive, and be a Spettator of its Ruine, And 
God grant all my Readers may be of the ſame Mind. 


